
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

We’ve made it! A six-week half-term in the brand new world of remote 

learning. The Whitehouse teachers and support staff have been incredible - 

adapting quickly, developing online techniques and using new technology and 

continually finding new ways of ensuring they keep our children engaged, 

happy and can assess their learning and give feedback to ensure they are in 

the best possible position when they return. I am really proud of our remote 

learning offer and I thank you again for the messages of thanks and support 

and also all the lovely gifts sent in to the team – it really does mean so much 

to hear such positive feedback and appreciation.  

This lockdown has not been easy for any of us. The government continues to 

talk about what the children have lost, however our school’s mission 
throughout this time has been to enable a sense of enjoyment, achievement 

and learning and a continued feeling of connection between our children, 

their friends and teachers. The quality of work being produced at home is 

incredible (even our CEO thinks so!). Every week myself and the senior 

leadership team drop into the live lessons, break out support groups and 

assemblies and it has been an absolute pleasure to see the children engaging 

in their learning. They have learnt so much about resilience, independence 

and amaze us every week with their positivity and enthusiasm. I love joining in 

on our celebration dances on a Friday and listening to the teachers talk about 

the fabulous work the children have produced, how they have overcome 

challenges and the joy on their faces seeing their friends and teachers.  

We know there have been tough times, children’s (and parents) anxiety levels 

high, those days where it all feels too much and I hope you have felt 

supported. For our children the spot online is a familiar place for support and 

Mr Gilbert is on hand daily to help the children with any worries they have. 

For parents, please refer to the Parent Sway which we continue to update 

with regular signposting for support or simply pick up the phone and talk to 

us. 

We continue to wait for the governments announcement of how and when 

schools will open and as always we will keep you updated of our plans, that 

will ensure we open safely and in the most supportive way possible for our 

children and families. 

Thank you for contributing to making our school and community a very special 

place to be – whether virtual, or in reality!  

Dates for your Diary 

 
W 

Mon 15th Feb –  

Fri 19th Feb           HALF TERM 

 

Wed 17th Feb      Deadline for school 

dinners for keyworker 

families 

 
Mon 22nd Feb INSET Day 

 

Tues 23rd Feb Children return to school 

 

Thurs 4th March World Book Day 

 

Mon 8th March Children return to school  

 (Pending Govt 

announcement) 

 

Fri 19th March Comic Relief/ Red Nose Day 

 

Fri 26th March Last day of term 

 

Mon 29th Mar –  

Friday 9th Apr  EASTER HOLIDAYS 

 

Mon 12th Apr Children return to school 

  

 

 

 

 

Contact Details  

Please ensure we have your correct contact 

information. Our database is linked to lots of 

software including Parentpay, Parentmail, 

Marvellous Me and more. 

Parent Support 

For resources on supporting your child with their remote learning 

or their wellbeing and for ways you can support yourself. 

https://sway.office.com/evItaiTUZ9PWmUDo?ref=Link&loc=play 

 

Whitehouse Primary Newsletter: February 2021 

https://sway.office.com/evItaiTUZ9PWmUDo?ref=Link&loc=play


  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Mr Williams, Head of PE 

 

                            Our Sports Values… 
 

 

Miss Brawn, PE Coach 

 

 

 

 

Extra Curricular Clubs 

The clubs available are Gymnastics, Athletics and Multi-Skills and they are available for 

Nursery to Year 6. We will release a new video every Monday for you to do at a time in the 

week which suits you. Please look out for any equipment needed and make sure you have 

some fun! 

You can find the clubs link on your year group Sway or here: 

https://sway.office.com/IrhdZvxXFRJ9QP3n?ref=Link 

PE 

Throughout the Spring Term, pupils have been participating in themed weeks of 

different topics. The topics have seen children taking part in a variety of different 

station based activities which included learning lots of different skills. We have also 

continued to participate in our fitness topic and everybody has worked extremely 

hard! 

The children who are accessing home learning PE have also engaged in a variety of 

different home learning themes. Each week has seen a different topic with 4/5 tasks 

to complete across the week. It has been amazing to see all the hard work taking 

place at home and seeing the different activities being uploaded onto the PE padlets. 

Mr Williams and Miss Brawn have been very impressed with the level of engagement 

throughout! Well done to everybody taking part! Don’t forget to add your 

photos/videos of all your PE home learning you have been participating in. 

Multi Skills House Festival: Friday 12th February 2021 

On the afternoon of Friday 12th February all pupils will participate in Multi Skills 

House festival. The pupils in school with complete a station based festival on the 

MUGA including a variety of different skills. The pupils who are accessing home 

learning will be able to access a link on their year group sways to follow Mr Williams 

& Miss Brawns different stations. 

 

https://sway.office.com/IrhdZvxXFRJ9QP3n?ref=Link


   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Years - Nursery 

This half term our theme has been Polar 

explorers, the children have been taking part 

in some exciting activities both remotely and 

in Nursery. We have learnt about similarities 

and differences between brown bears and 

polar bears and how penguins move along 

ice. 

For our experience lesson we were not 

children we were penguins, we then had the 

chance to slide across tarpaulin which had 

soap and water on to then experience sliding 

on our tummies like penguins would on ice! 

Adults and children had lots of fun. 

We have been focusing on our listening skills 

within phase 1 phonics which helps us to be 

able to hear sounds in words. It has been 

lovely to see children at home going on 

listening walks and making silly soup! 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Years - Foundation 

What a wonderful term it has been! We have been blown 

away by the resilience and positivity of all the children. 

Although it has been a different term, the children have 

adapted incredibly well and it has been wonderful seeing 

them joining in and engaging with the live zoom lessons 

and activities on Sway with such enthusiasm and delight. 

During Maths, we have continued looking at numbers up to 

10. We have explored 1 more and 1 less, while completing 

addition and subtraction problems. We have begun 

understanding how many ones make up a number, and that 

10 is made up of either 10 ones or 1 ten! We have looked 

closely at 3D shapes and positional language, this has been 

linked to various activities and the story Rosie’s Walk! 

Within Phonics, we have explored our Set 2 sounds ay, ee, 

igh, ow, oo, oo, ar, or, air, ir, ou, oy. We have used these 

sounds within words and begun using them in sentences. 

Throughout Literacy, we have exposed the children to a 

range of texts, The Snail and the Whale and Jolly Olly 

Octopus while also introducing fact files, postcards and 

rhyming pairs! 

Your craft skills have been outstanding! We have seen 

colouring, painting, cutting, moulding, building and more! 

There has been many children answering the questions of 

the day, completing and watching the Unique Child lessons 

as well as completing the independent challenges. You have 

been amazing! These have focused on our theme Blue 

Planet, as well as important skills and facts about healthy 

eating, growing up, Shrove Tuesday, animals, patterns, 

technology and more. 

We are incredibly proud of all the children and also would 

like to say a big thank you to all the parents at home for 

supporting and encouraging their child/children to continue 

learning and progressing. We hope to see you all very soon 

and stay safe! 

 



  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KS1 

 

This half term, in Year 1, we have been learning all about London and its famous landmarks. We have 

included these in our brilliant pieces of writing and have also looked at how to programme beebots to 

navigate their way to different landmarks. We have created art in the style of James Rizzi and have 

investigated materials and their properties. 

In Year 2, the children have been working incredibly hard on their home learning. We have been 

exploring our new Topic of ‘Movers and Shakers’ through investigating the lives of famous people from 

throughout History. We have been creating our own timelines and taking part in zoom quizzes to test our 

historical knowledge. We even had a special zoom call with Queen Elizabeth I where we got to ask her 

lots of questions! 

 

 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lower KS2 

 

The only word we could think of that sums up this term is PROUD! We have been blown away by the 

children throwing themselves in to remote learning which was certainly a challenge but they have achieved 

so much. From continuing with their maths and English skills to expressing themselves through dance and 

artwork, they have produced and shared with us so much fantastic learning. Every day, they have brought 

huge smiles to our faces with their confidence and positive attitudes even when faced with challenges. We 

really couldn’t have asked for more from them. A huge thank you to all of the parents and carers who have 
sent us lovely messages and surprises too – we really couldn’t have done it without your support! 

 

 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

Upper KS2 

 

What a great term Year 5 and 6! We could not be more proud of how hard you have all worked- at home and here 

in school. 

Year 5, you have had a great term learning about the USA. You have developed your artistic skills while creating 

some wonderful pop and space art. As well as exploring your art skills, you have been developing your writing 

skills, writing all about a narrative based on the book Cosmic that you have been reading. You have also created an 

application to become an astronaut- I’m sure lots of you would be well-suited to this job. Mr Milne and Mr Trotter 

have been very impressed by you all on zoom in your lessons. They have loved how you all join in just like you 

would at school, sharing your ideas and wanting to do your absolute best. 

Year 6, we have delved into the world of the polar regions. We have learnt about the climate, the oceans as well as 

finding out about polar day and night- which each last for 6 months! How strange! You have transferred your 

understanding into your Artwork- creating wonderful pieces working on colour mixing and depicting the 

movement in the Northern Lights. In our writing, you have creating great stories that take place in frozen 

environments and you are currently writing some really informative pieces about the Polar regions. Miss 

Martignetti and Miss Pryke are really impressed with how you have all managed yourselves and your learning, 

making you get to the right lesson at the right time with everything you need. We can see that you are already 

starting your journeys to be ready for secondary school. 

National Offer Day 

Year 6 children will find out their 

secondary school placements on 

Monday 1st March 2021. 

 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance 

When the Government allow children to return, attendance 

will be more important than ever and every day will count. 

97% of our children are accessing the remote lessons, with 

only 3% off due to illness. This is AMAZING and a testament to 

how commited and dedicated our children and families are. 

WELL DONE! 

We continue to have a duty to report on the attendance of 

children in school and those accessing remotely. We also have a 

safeguarding duty to all of our children and families. With half 

term approaching, please may we remind families that we are 

still in a National Lockdown and any travel including abroad is 

currently prohibited unless you have a legal permitted reason 

to do so. 

Travelling during this time places your family at unnecessary 

risk and it is a breach of the law. Doing so without the required 

permission is a reportable covid breach and Milton Keynes 

Council have advised that we report breaches to Thames Valley 

Police. 

We appreciate how difficult it is to live at a distance from 

family; we are all experiencing loss and sadness at not seeing 

our families however it is vital we all work together during this 

pandemic to reduce transmission and essentially, save lives. 

We look forward to welcoming you all back to school very soon! 

 

Overall Attendance Spring 1 

Foundation – 93.2% 

Year 1 – 91.3% 

Year 2 – 94.5% 

Year 3 – 96.1% 

Year 4 – 98.3% 

Year 5 – 99.2% 

Year 6 – 98% 

Well done to Year 5 for having the 

highest attendance this term! 

 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Red Nose Day – Friday 19th March 2021 

Why not take part in our Comic Relief challenge to raise money for them and for Whitehouse 

Primary. 

If you’re up for it, dress a window with all things red or decorate your front garden a crazy 
crimson. The theme this year is to have a laugh so why not make your display funny! 

Once you’ve done it, email ganderson@whitehouseprimary.co.uk with a picture of your design 

and state the street you live on. 

You will then be added as a dot (no personal information shared) on to a map which will be 

shared on Comic Relief (Friday 19th March) so you can have a walk/jog/skip around the estate 

and see all the wonderfully decorated windows and fronts of houses. 

Entry costs £2 with £1 going to Comic Relief and £1 going to Whitehouse Primary. 

Payments can be made via ParentMail 

Ideas: paper chains, giant red nose designs, a big red bow, a funky picture, whatever ever you 

like!  https://www.comicrelief.com/rednoseday/ 

World Book Day – 4th March 2021 

On Thursday 4th March we would like to invite the children of 

Whitehouse Primary to dress up as their favourite book character, 

whether that be at school or at home, in celebration of World Book 

Day. More details of how we will participate in World Book Day will be 

sent home after half term. 

World Book Day is an annual event that is hoped will change 

lives through a love of books and shared reading. We believe 

that having access to books and developing a love of reading 

for pleasure is vital for a child’s future and we want to bring 

the magic of books to children and young people everywhere.  

Reading is the single biggest indicator of a child’s future 
success. 

mailto:ganderson@whitehouseprimary.co.uk


   

 

 

 

 

 Express Yourselves Week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Census 2021 

The Census is a survey that happens every 10 years and 

gives the government a picture of all the peopke and 

households in England and Wales. This helps to plan and 

fund public services in our area. The next Census is taking 

part on Sunday 21 March 2021.   

Our school is taking part in fun activities to learn about 

the census. It is called Let’s Count! 

Children’s Mental Health Week 

As part of Children’s Mental Health Week, we have 

been focusing on ‘Express yourself’ and created a 
video and virtual book to share all the creativity of 

the children. Thank you for all of the wonderful 

work sent in – we truly are an amazing community! 

Our school book, The Whitehouse child, The 

school, The community, The world, can be 

accessed here – 

https://bit.ly/3cIex0i 

Our video, Just be yourself and shine, can be 

accessed here –  

https://iftltrust-

my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/nbartlett_iftl_c

o_uk/ES9YRlfdUvlDjmsRnjqjfHYB5TC39CBCyiGpgH

PqZQklqg?e=3yZg6W 

 

https://bit.ly/3cIex0i
https://iftltrust-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/nbartlett_iftl_co_uk/ES9YRlfdUvlDjmsRnjqjfHYB5TC39CBCyiGpgHPqZQklqg?e=3yZg6W
https://iftltrust-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/nbartlett_iftl_co_uk/ES9YRlfdUvlDjmsRnjqjfHYB5TC39CBCyiGpgHPqZQklqg?e=3yZg6W
https://iftltrust-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/nbartlett_iftl_co_uk/ES9YRlfdUvlDjmsRnjqjfHYB5TC39CBCyiGpgHPqZQklqg?e=3yZg6W
https://iftltrust-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/nbartlett_iftl_co_uk/ES9YRlfdUvlDjmsRnjqjfHYB5TC39CBCyiGpgHPqZQklqg?e=3yZg6W


   

 

 

 

Headteacher Awards 

• Vasiliki 

• Mia 

• Reyansh 

• Louise 

• Eden 

• Arabella 

• Jude 

• Inara 

• Izabelle 

• Ben 

• Prashawya 

• Evie B 

• Saif 

• Ibrahim 

• Harrison 

• Dylan 

• Varenya 

• Fiona 

• Aitashe 

• Nara 

 
Class teachers nominate children who have not only worked hard and been a lovely member 

of the class, but someone who follows the Whitehouse rules and is a good friend to others.        

These children are true Whitehouse Role models! 
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