
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                              

As we reflect on the Spring term, we have faced 

many challenges – another national lockdown, 

remote learning and transitioning back in to school. 

We have been delighted with the way in which 

children have returned to school – we can see the 

impact of them engaging in their remote lessons and 

the independence and resilience they have 

developed. 

The pandemic isn’t quite all over yet, but we feel 

hopeful now more than ever that September 2021 

may be a new beginning for us all! In this past year, 

our school and our community has shown itself to be 

considerate, good-humoured, united and capable of 

more than we would think! I hope these are 

considerations and values we will be able to take into 

the next term and beyond. The past year has been 

significantly challenging for us all and is certainly a 

period of time we will never forget! I am grateful to 

my staff team, you as parents and our wonderful 

children for making it a time though that may just be 

remembered for a vast array of positive reasons.  

Have a fantastic Easter break and we look forward to 

welcoming the children back on Monday 12th April. 

 

Dates for your Diary 

 

Friday 26th March Last day of term 

Monday 12th April Children return to school 

Monday 3rd May Bank Holiday 

Thursday 20th May Census Day – Themed Dinner 

Friday 28th May  Term ends 

Monday 7th June Term starts 

1st & 2nd July   Caldecotte Residential Y4 

Monday 5th July Independence Day dinner 

Friday 16th July  Term ends 

 

Summer Term PE Days 

Foundation 2 

Ladybirds (Miss Young) Monday and Friday 

Bumblebees (Miss 

Thimaya) 

Monday and Friday 

Dragonflies (Miss Turner)  Monday and Friday  

Year 1 

1SH  (Mrs Hughes) Wednesday and Thursday 

1FM (Miss Masters) Wednesday and Thursday 

1TM (Mrs McNeil) Wednesday and Thursday 

Year 2 

2KW (Miss Webb) Wednesday and Thursday 

2HK (Miss Kindness) Wednesday and Thursday 

2MM (Miss McNeela)  Wednesday and Thursday 

Year 3 

3AD (Mr Dlugoszewski) Tuesday and Friday 

3SC (Miss Calvert) Monday and Thursday 

3WB (Mrs Wagerfield 

and Mrs Bean) 

Tuesday and Wednesday 

Year 4 

4GL (Mrs Leech) Tuesday and Thursday 

4FC (Miss Curtis) Tuesday and Wednesday 

4CT (Mr Tighe)  Monday and Wednesday 

Year 5 

5SM (Mr Milne) Tuesday and Friday 

5ST (Mr Trotter) Tuesday and Friday 

Year 6 

6LM (Miss Martignetti) Tuesday and Thursday 

6EP (Miss Pryke) Tuesday and Thursday  

 

Today we sadly said goodbye to Mr Williams and 

Mrs Anderson. Mrs Anderson joined Whitehouse 

in September 2017 and has been a valuable 

member of the SLT team. We hope she enjoys 

the time with her beautiful little boy, Fynn and 

wish her good luck for the future. Mr Williams, 

will be starting a new career and we all wish him 

well. He will be sorely missed by both pupils and 

staff alike. Mr Williams has put Whitehouse 

Primary on the sporting map in Milton Keynes 

and given our children the opportunity to 

represent the school in many different events 

and helped them to understand what true 

sportsmanship is through our sports values.  
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Jude 

Daniella 

Alvin 

Mina 

Lemuel 

Ellen 

Ayaan 

Michelle 

 

 

It’s been a busy three weeks since returning to school. The children 

have worked extremely hard to get back into the swing of things in PE. 

We have been focusing on our sports values and mainly on teamwork 

and determination. This has seen pupils participate in a variety of 

different teamwork and fitness activities. They have worked very hard 

and we have been proud of their attitudes and efforts in PE. 

On a personal note I would like to take this opportunity to say thank 

you to the Whitehouse family. Since I started at Whitehouse I have 

been made to feel very welcome by all and have thoroughly loved my 

time here. In the time we had pre lockdown and covid we achieved so 

much as a school in sport. Some personal highlights would be our 

success at the Milton Keynes Cross Country Championships finishing 

3rd place in our category, winning gold medals in the Basketball finals 

and our 3rd place in the Badminton finals too. These are just a small 

amount from our huge successes form the last two years.  This is all 

down to the pupils who have represented the school and I would like 

to thank you all for your dedication to school sport. 

Finally a thank you to Mrs Kelly for the opportunity to be Head of PE at 

Whitehouse Primary School and for always supporting me to really put 

Whitehouse on the sporting map in Milton Keynes. Secondly a thank 

you to all the parents/carers who have supported PE and school sport 

throughout my time, it’s been much appreciated. 

And finally to all the amazing pupils at Whitehouse. I have loved every 

minute of teaching all of you. You have made my job so enjoyable 

since starting at Whitehouse and this is down to your attitudes, effort 

and love for PE. It has been so much fun working with you all and also 

seeing you achieve so much as a team/school for sport too. Remember 

to keep working hard going forward and the importance of our sports 

values which we work very hard on weekly. I will back to visit at some 

point and look forward to seeing you all in the future. 

Many thanks,  Mr Williams 

 
Easyfundraising 

It’s a really easy way to raise 
money for us – you just use the 

Easyfundraising site to shop online 

with more than 3,600 well known 

retailers! Please visit 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.u

k/causes/whitehouseprimary/ and 

click ‘support us’. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/whitehouseprimary/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/whitehouseprimary/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nursery 
 

We were so excited to welcome all the nursery children 

back and the children have settled back in to the nursery 

routine. We are very proud of them all. 

This half term the theme has been Our Wonderful World; 

we have been talking about who lives in our homes and 

how everyone’s families are different. We have also 
explored different landmarks around the world - the 

children then in their own play built their own landmarks 

and homes out of tyres, large blocks and junk modeling. 

They were very proud of their achievements and we 

observe them problem solving and not giving up. 

Our main focus this half term has been PSED, we read a 

wonderful book called ‘Meesha Makes Friends’ by Tom 
Percival. We read the story, drew our own friends and 

talked about our feelings and how we feel in different 

situations. 

The children have been using their own experiences in the 

role play, dressing up and taking on the role of a postman. 

We have received many party invites from them. 

Thank you for all your support we very much appreciate it. 

We look forward to sharing the children’s learning journal 
pages with you in May. 

Have a wonderful break. 

The Nursery Team. 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Foundation 

What a term! It has been fantastic having the children back in school. Seeing 

their smiling faces and enthusiasm has been wonderful. This term our theme 

has been ‘Our Wonderful World’. Within this, the children have have 
discovered a range of animals and where they live, looked at our planet and its 

surroundings, investigated different houses, while making comparisons 

between different countries. We have prompted the children to begin writing 

more independently; looking at a range of stories such as ‘Rumble in the 
jungle’, ‘Handa’s Surprise’ and ‘The Selfish Crocodile’. The children have 

worked hard to use their sounds independently in their writing, and have 

practised the skill of reading back what they have written. Within Phonics, the 

children have recapped the Set 2 sounds, working on reading them in words 

and using them independently when writing.  In Maths, we have investigated 

doubling and halving, odd and even numbers, have learnt three 3’s are 9 as 
well as practised our number addition and subtraction. We have also 

reminded ourselves of the 3D shapes, created repeating patterns as well as 

made comparisons of length and height. The children have shown wonderful 

resilience, showing off their love of learning! We are looking forward to the 

Summer term, and our next theme ‘Secret Garden’. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 - Year 1 have had a brilliant first few weeks back at school, ready and 

enthusiastic to learn. The children have been extremely excited to get back into the 

school routine and to see their friends and teachers.  

 We had a great first week back full of science and wellbeing activities. Our science 

topic, this half term, has been materials. The children have been learning to name a 

range of objects and identify the materials and their properties - they loved being 

investigators, searching for all of the different materials around the classroom. 

As scientists, the children also really enjoyed conducting our science experiment 

where we predicted and then tested a range of materials, to find out whether they 

were waterproof or not. 

In English, we’ve been writing the story of The Three Little Pigs, however, with a bit 

of a twist! The children had lots of fun changing the wolf, in the story, to a different 

evil character of their choice. 

The year 1 teachers are extremely proud of the children for settling back into school 

so well and positively. We look forward to all of the exciting learning and activities 

that we have planned for after the Easter holidays.   

 

Year 2 - We have been amazed at all the hard work Year 2 have been putting into 

their learning since returning to school and it’s been fantastic to have them back! 
We started our first week back by doing some learning about the artist Andy 

Goldsworthy where we created our own outdoor inspired collages. We gathered 

lots of natural materials and thought about the different shapes and patterns we 

could make. We had to remember our excellent team work skills and we were very 

creative! We also started our time back at school doing lots of Science learning – 

our particular favourite was when we got to create our own gooey slime to help us 

explore the properties of different types of materials.   

In our English lessons, we have also been getting very messy creating our own 

recipes for our own disgusting Mr Twit’s Spaghetti! We listened to some of the 

story from ‘The Twits’ to get inspiration and then decided what we would put in our 
own gruesome dinner. We are now writing our own set of instructions and our 

teachers have been amazed at the quality of our writing and the vocabulary choices 

we have been making.  

Key Stage 1 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 - We have had such an amazing half term in Year 3! 

World Book and Maths Day were obvious highlights but the children have blown us away with their 

efforts throughout the end of remote learning and then back in school – we were SO happy to see all 

their smiley faces. We loved the close up photography of nature that the children shared and our 

scientific skills were AMAZING during our Science Week activities and investigations: we had a very 

soggy walk around Whitehouse to explore the local habitats and the animals that live in them as well 

as growing seeds and beans to observe what happens if plants don’t receive everything they need. 

We have all worked hard on our story writing to show off our skills and developed our fluency with so 

many different areas of maths. On Let’s Count Day, we thought about the local area of Whitehouse 
and imagined what it might be like in the future by creating maps and using geographical symbols. 

The teamwork on show was so impressive! Well done, Year 3! 

Year 4 - Wow! What an incredible half term – the children have settled back wonderfully into school.  

We all thoroughly enjoyed science week, especially our rock investigation through chocolate! Year 4 

have come back ready to learn and have thrown themselves into school life. In art, we critiqued 

landscapes and magpied ideas for our own landscapes of a mountainside. Using our art, we then 

wrote our own setting descriptions using a wide range of literary features including fronted 

adverbials, expanded noun phrases and prepositional phrases. On Let’s Count Day, we discussed the 
importance of a census and the impact this has on our daily lives. Through this discussion we planned 

an expansion for Whitehouse whist using map skills and geographical features. This has been a 

memorable half term and we are excited and ready for the Summer term with our fabulous Year 4s! 

 

Lower Key Stage 2 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 - Remote learning has seen us all develop our technological skills and we 

are so proud of the resilience and creativity that Year 5 have demonstrated over 

the past few months. We had our creative hats on for World Maths day as we 

produced our own maths art. For World Book Day, we enjoyed lots of crafty 

activities as well as performing rap versions of some of our favourite books. 

Since returning to school, we have immersed ourselves in lots of practical science 

and have conducted numerous investigations including making string telephones 

to investigate sound and testing parachutes to find out more about air 

resistance. We have certainly made the most of being surrounded by our peers 

and we cannot wait to continue our learning in the summer term. 

 

Year 6 - As we bring the Spring term to a close, we are reflecting on a fantastic 

term. We celebrated British Science Week through a series of investigations. We 

investigated the forces acting around us by creating parachutes designed to save 

our precious eggs! We investigated materials by separating a solution using a 

variety of equipment – including our hands. 

For World Book Day we were able to spend a week on activities both at home 

and in school, including creating our story raps and artwork. We were also able 

to explore our artwork during Maths Day as we focussed on the artist Kandinsky, 

using geometric shapes to create pieces based on his artwork. 

Overall, it has been a fantastic term and everyone has worked so well at home 

and in school. What a great start to 2021! 

Upper Key Stage 2 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Talk 

Please keep an eye out for our ‘Book Talk’ help sheet 
which will give you lots of ideas for discussion starters 

and questions to help encourage conversations about 

what the children are reading. 

Online Free School Meals – Please Check! 

We encourage all parents to register for Free School 

Meals.  Only 1 application is needed and should your 

circumstances change the school gets automatically 

notified of your entitlement. We ask that you apply, 

even if your child does not eat hot meals or is entitled 

to the Universal Infant Free School Meals (Years 

Foundation, 1 & 2).  To register, please visit: 

https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims 

 

Uniform 

It is an expectation that all children attending 

Whitehouse Primary School will wear the approved 

school uniform. We expect our children to take 

great pride in their school and this is reflected in 

the way they dress for school. 

As an active school we encourage children to wear 

the active school uniform. 

 

To view our uniform policy, please visit: 

https://www.whitehouseprimary.co.uk/parents-

zone/school-uniform/ 

 Upcoming Themed Dinners! 

On Thursday 20th May our menu changes to a 

themed dinner day to encourage families to order a 

meal at lunch time for school census day. We 

encourage all parents to book a meal this day as it 

is directly linked to our school funding!  

On Monday 5th July (Independence Day) we will be 

offering an American themed menu for our children 

to enjoy.  

School meals must be booked by Wednesday for 

the following week. New families must bring a 

packed lunch for the first week they start.  

School meals are not yet available for nursery 

families. 

 

Friends of Whitehouse 

Due to the current covid regulations we have not been able to do our normal fundraising. However, we have been 

overwhelmed with the generosity from our families; from the cookie events we have had and also purchasing items from 

our Amazon Wish List. 

 

Mrs Bartlett will make arrangments in the summer term to have a virtual meeting and plan for some exciting fundraising 

events in the Autumn Term. The school will endeavour to fundraise during the summer term internally with ice lolly, 

tuck shop or cookie events. 

 

If you would like to join the Friends of Whitehouse please email enquiries@whitehouseprimary.co.uk and we will add 

you to our mailing list. 

 

https://www.whitehouseprimary.co.uk/parents-zone/school-uniform/
https://www.whitehouseprimary.co.uk/parents-zone/school-uniform/
mailto:enquiries@whitehouseprimary.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Rachel Ndede    Nicola Bartlett 

 

 

 

We actively discourage absence during term time as missed 

lessons means missed learning and ultimately your child 

missing out. We are committed to working closely with parents 

and carers in the best way to ensure as high a level of 

attendance as possible.   

Our school term dates, along with our attendance policy, are 

on our website: 

https://www.whitehouseprimary.co.uk/ 

 

We could not be prouder of our children this term and 

especially with how well they engaged with their remote 

learning. A huge thank you to you all at home for supporting 

them with this.  

The attendance during remote learning was great with the 

whole school averaging at 97% however, some classes and 

year groups really stood out!  

Year group attendance winners 

3rd place – Year 1 with 98.1% 

2nd place – Year 4 with 98.6% 

1st place – Year 5 with 99.2% 

 

Class attendance winners 

3rd place – 4CT with 99.0% 

2nd place – 1TM and 5SM with 99.0% 

1st place – 4GL and 5ST with 99.1% 

 

Punctuality and Attendance 

We have had a number of children 

arriving late after the gates have 

closed. Anyone arriving after 8.45am 

will incur a Late mark on the register 

and their pupil record. 10 late marks 

could result in a Fixed Penalty Notice 

being issued by Milton Keynes Council. 

This is £60 per parent per child. 

. 

Leave of Absence Requests 

 

We have had a large amount of 

requests for leave of absence. Please 

be reminded that absence within 

term time should be rare, of 

significance, unavoidable and short. 

Whitehouse Primary School works 

closely with Milton Keynes Council on 

attendance issues. We are striving to 

be an outstanding school however 

this is not attainable with so many 

term time absences. 

 

https://www.whitehouseprimary.co.uk/


 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to our Comic 

Relief winners Aita, 

Amsha and Scarlett H for 

their fabulous red 

window designs and 

thank you to everyone 

who supported such a 

good cause! 

We raised £268 for Comic 

Relief and £223 for 

school. 

Thank you for your 

continued support! 

 

We love World Book Day 

at Whitehouse Primary! 

Our staff love to dress up - 

you might be able to spot a 

few of our favourite book 

characters! 

 



 

Term Dates 2021/2022 

(Please note the change of dates. Many Milton Keynes Schools have different dates for 2021/22  

As a feeder school, our term dates are in line with Watling Academy) 

 

Autumn Term 2021 

Friday 3rd September Term Starts 

Friday 22nd October Term Ends 

Half Term Break  

Monday 1st November Term Starts 

Friday 17th December  Term End 

 

Spring Term 2022 

Wednesday 5th January Term Starts 

Friday 11th February  Term Ends 

Half Term Break  

Tuesday 22nd February Term Starts 

Friday 1st April Term Ends 

 

Summer Term 2022  

Tuesday 19th April Term Starts 

Friday 27th May Term Ends 

Half Term Break  

Monday 6th June Term Starts 

Thursday 21st July Term Ends 

 

Inset Days  

Wednesday 1st September 2021 Monday 21st February 2022 

Thursday 2nd September 2021 Friday 22nd July 2022 

Tuesday 4th January 2022  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Class teachers nominate children who have not only worked hard and been a 

lovely member of the class, but someone who follows the Whitehouse rules 

and is a good friend to others. These children are true Whitehouse Role 

models! 

    Aarul 

  Ruby 

  Elsie 

  Bhavishya 

  Esmee 

  Elsa 

  Zehra 

  Rishaan 

  Scarlett 

  Grace 

  Zachary 

  Keyra 

  Keerthika 

  Danvika 

  Nathan 

  Nayan 

  Joshua 

  Amelina 

  Levi 
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