
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

As we said goodbye to our children on Thursday (after a day 

full of smiles and lots of dancing!), we are undoubtedly 

reflecting on a start to the academic year we could never have 

predicted. It has been filled with both challenges and 

achievements.   

What makes Whitehouse so special is the positive, calm and 

understanding approach the staff and the whole community 

has taken to ‘the new normal’. My thanks to you all for 
responding patiently and positively as we adapted to ensure 

our new procedures were working safely and efficiently. I also 

wish to thank you for following the covid guidelines and 

isolating and testing when either children or family members 

had possible symptoms. We have managed to escape any 

bubble closures to date, however it would be realistic to 

suggest that more challenges may come our way in the 

second halfterm. We thank you in advance for your support 

and patience with this and ensure you have read the guidance 

sent out of what to expect if we do have to close. (This is also 

on the covid section of our website).  

Whilst we may not be able to celebrate events such as Diwali 

and Christmas in our usual “Whitehouse Way” and may not 

have the community spirit it may normally inspire, please be 

reassured that as a school team, we will do all we can to 

ensure children enjoy the festive term in the best way 

possible. I also wish to thank all the staff at Whitehouse, as 

although there are have been all the additional challenges to 

overcome, they have worked tirelessly to ensure that the 

children still have had an enjoyable, engaging half term; 

helping children to achieve, build resilience and self 

confidence and supporting them socially and emotionally 

during this unsettled time. We have continued (albeit via 

Zoom) to have our weekly wellbeing assemblies and 

celebration assemblies, sharing in each other successes and 

achievements. Our Whitehouse children have done us proud!  

Both staff and children alike were ready for their half term 

break – so enjoy the week as a family; take some time out, go 

for walks, play some games, read and watch movies together 

so that everyone comes back refreshed and renergised for the 

half term ahead.  

I am sure we will face more challenges, however as always at 

Whitehouse we know we have an amazing community behind 

us and we are in this together! Happy half term!  

Linda Kelly, Headteacher 

Dates for your Diary 
 

 

22nd October   Term ends 

23rd October  INSET day 

2nd November  Term starts 

10th November  Flu vaccinations YF-Y6 

11th November  School photos 

12th November  Children in Need 

13th November  Diwali Celebration dinner 

17th November  Foundation 2021 Zoom 1 

9th December  Foundation 2021 Zoom 2 

16th December  School Christmas dinner 

18th December  Term ends 

4th January 2021 Term starts 

7th January 2021 Foundation 2021 Zoom 3 

 

Safeguarding 

Safeguarding children is everyone’s 
responsibility 

If you are concerned about the safety or 

wellbeing of any of our pupils, then you have 

a duty to report it immediately to one of our 

Designated Safeguarding Leads. 

Senior Designated Safeguarding Lead: 

• Mrs Prudence 

Designated Safeguarding Leads: 

• Mrs Kelly 

• Mrs Ndede 

• Mrs Anderson 

• Mrs Ward 

• Miss Camwell  

• Miss Wilson 
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Health and Safety Reminder – Parking  

We have seen an increased number of vehicles parking along Vaynol Way 

and Barrosa Way.   Please ensure that you do not block any paths, 

driveways or roads.  

Parents Evening 

Thank you to everyone that attended their child’s Zoom 
parents evening.   

If you did not get the opportunity to speak with your child’s 
teacher please email enquiries@whitehouseprimary.co.uk and 

we will try to arrange a mutually convenient time for you.  

Severe Nut Allergy 

We have a couple of children in school with a 

nut allergy and it is very important that we share 

key messages with you. You must not send your 

child into school with nuts, nut- based foods or 

anything with nuts in the ingredients. If these 

children come into contact with nuts it can be 

life threatening. 

We thank you in advance for your continued 

support.  

 

Meet the Team 

To view our staffing structure, please visit: 

https://www.whitehouseprimary.co.uk/about-

us/meet-the-team-2/ 

Change of address/ 

telephone numbers 

 

Please may we remind parents/carers 

to inform the school office of any 

amendments to contact details, e.g. 

home address, telephone numbers 

and email addresses.  

This is to ensure our records are kept 

up to date with the relevant 

information in case of an emergency.  

Alternative Collections 

If you need to make alternative 

arrangements for your child’s 
collection, you must inform the 

school office by email. 

Parent Governor Elections 

Voting has now closed for your nomination of Parent Governor. 

We will be informing you of the results after half term. 

We would like to thank the candidates; Gemma Bartlett, Jennifer 

Burstow, Avantika Caprihan, Elizabeth Collings, Shraddha Kabra 

and Marea Stears for their applications. 

 

            Children In Need 2020     

Children are welcome to join us for a dress down day on 

Thursday 12th November 2020.   

This years campaign is supported by Joe Wicks with a focus on 

mental health and wellbeing.  

We would encourage children to wear something spotty or 

yellow in support of this worthwhile fundraiser. 

 

https://www.whitehouseprimary.co.uk/about-us/meet-the-team-2/
https://www.whitehouseprimary.co.uk/about-us/meet-the-team-2/


 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foundation 2 

Wow! What a fantastic and busy first term 

we have had getting to know the children. 

It has been wonderful seeing the children 

grow in confidence and explore the 

environment while making new friends. We 

have had great fun learning our sounds m, 

a, s, d, t, I, n, p, g, o c, k and have 

thoroughly enjoyed looking at the 

FunnyBones story and building up our 

sentence understanding!  

The children have learnt numbers 1-4, 

looking at one more, one less, addition, 

subtraction and 2D shapes!  Our theme of 

Being Me, has encouraged us to think 

about ourselves and those that are 

important to us. We have been impressed 

by how the children have settled and 

cannot wait to see them continue their 

learning journey!  

This half term in Nursery…. 

We have had a great start to the year! Our butterfly 

class have settled fantastically in to Nursery life. The 

children are forming new friendships with each other 

and positive relationships with our staff. It has been 

wonderful getting to know them and discovering 

their individual interests. Their confidence and 

communication skills are growing, and they are 

becoming more independent and inquisitive every 

day. The children have enjoyed lots of opportunities 

to explore and learn through our play invitations 

including; role playing with the dolls in our home 

corner, mixing pasta and lentils in our mud kitchen, 

vegetable printing in the paint, and exploring how to 

make marks using different media. Currently we are 

exploring seasonal changes and the signs of Autumn. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term in Key Stage 1 

Year 1 

What an exciting start to the year as we have been learning about the 1950s! We have appreciated how things have 

changed over time and we really enjoyed seeing our teachers dress up and act as strict, post-war teachers! Whilst it has 

been an adjustment getting back into the routine of school, we have been doing phonics, maths and writing each day and 

making great progress. In phonics, we have whizzed through a recap of our set 1 sounds and now are looking at our set 2 

sounds – we are quite good at these! We are ready for half term and the rest but would like to keep up with our numbots 

and reading at home.  

 

Year 2 

It has been all systems go in Year 2 as we have been learning all about the  

Great Fire of London. We loved building our own Pudding Lane and starting a  

fire to see how quickly the fire spread when the houses were so packed together.  

Managing the move to Year 2 from Year 1 has gone really well and we have been 

 learning how to write a diary from the point of view of a flea living on a rat during 

the fire. In phonics, we are recapping all of our set 2 and set 3 sounds, ready for 

our screening check.  

 

Autumn term in Year 3 

What a fantastic half term it has been in Year 3! The children have 

wowed us with their creativity, committed attitude to learning and 

so much positivity. We have loved learning about the Stone Age in 

our history lessons and enjoyed investigating magnets and forces in 

science. Our story openers in English were outstanding and our 

newspaper reports about the shocking event in the art room are 

looking superb! In Maths, we have grown in confidence with our 

place value, addition, number bond and times tables knowledge. 

The children have worked hard to develop their reading skills and 

are showing such a passion for all of our class stories! They have 

also produced fantastic chalk pastel cave paintings and improved 

their 3D skills as we made clay necklaces. We can’t wait for next half 
term! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term in Upper KS2 

Year 5 have shown determination in their learning 

and given Mr Milne and Mr Trotter the best 

Whitehouse welcome ever! They have immersed 

themselves in learning about the Tudors and 

developed their scientific skills while exploring the 

properties of materials.  Your teachers are so 

excited to continue your learning into the second 

half of autumn term. 

 

Year 6 have come back to school, after a long 

break, settled with incredible focus. They have 

shown us how they  have matured and are ready to 

be the role models at Whitehouse Primary. The 

children have been fully engrossed in their WW2 

topic, transferring learning across the curriculum. 

They have all created some wonderful letters home 

as evacuees and the flashback narratives were very 

touching to read.   

 

Autumn term in Year 4 

What a fantastic half term it has been in Year 4! The 

children have wowed us with their resilience, a love of 

learning and so much curiosity. We have loved learning 

about the Roman Empire in our history lessons and 

enjoyed investigating the states of matter in science. Our 

character descriptions in English were outstanding and 

our Dragon Keepers Handbook are full of creative 

instructions for the budding Dragon Handler! In Maths, 

we have grown in confidence with our place value and 

times tables knowledge. The children have worked hard 

to develop their reading skills and are showing such a 

passion for all of our class stories! They have also worked 

very hard and shown a lot of patience with our mosaics in 

art.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wellbeing and Mental Health  at Whitehouse 

As a school we are incredibly proud that we have been 

nominated for a TES Schools Award 2020 and only the most 

outstanding schools that the education sector has to offer are 

shortlisted. It’s been revealed that Whitehouse Primary School 

has been shortlisted for the Wellbeing and Mental Health 

award. TES said, “We had a record number of entries this year 
and the standard was very high, so all those shortlisted should 

be very proud: it’s an extraordinary achievement to be on this 

shortlist.” All of the hard work the staff and children put in to 
our wellbeing is exceptional and we are excited to see how we 

can continue to develop this further. The awards ceremony will 

be virtual this year but is being held on November 13th. 

 

PE 

A fantastic half term of PE for everybody at 

Whitehouse! This half term so far has been action 

packed with PE and Milton Keynes Sport Virtual 

Competitions! 

Foundation, Year 1 and 2 have been taking part in their 

fitness and health topics and have been excellent at 

their longer distance running! They have even 

managed 1 lap of the cross country course! Well done! 

Year 3,4,5 & 6 have also been participating in their 

Health and Fitness topic this half term. This has 

included a range of fitness activities and challanges 

but also developing their cross country running. This 

half term has also seen Whitehouse enter our first 

ever virtual sport competitions. These have included, 

Cross Country Championships, Tennis Festival and also 

Athletics Festival. Every school in Milton Keynes has 

participated in these events and every child at 

Whitehouse has competed and represented the 

school so a huge well done to everyone who has taken 

part! 

 

Finishing the half term the Whitehosue 

Way – the whole school learnt the 

#JerusalemaDanceChallenge  in support 

of countries suffering from a 

secondwave of Covid19 – we had so 

much fun! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance 

Please be reminded that absence 

within term time should be rare, of 

significance, unavoidable and short.  

The Foreign, Commonwealth and 

Development Office has advised 

against all but essential international 

travel.   Should you be looking at a 

holiday over half term please visit the 

FCO for advice and guidance.   

Whitehouse Primary School are 

unable to authorise any leave for this 

reason. 

The safety of our school community is 

paramount. 

IQ Cards- Christmas Fundraiser  

Thank you to everyone that supported the school by 

placing an order. We have seen some fantastic designs!  

IQ Cards have now collected all of the artwork and the 

finished packs will be sent home during the second half 

term.  

New Caterers 

We are pleased to announce that Alliance in 

Partnership (AiP) have been awarded our catering 

contract. AiP will be utilising our brand new kitchen 

and will be providing all of our catering needs, 

onsite, after half term. 

We would encourage families to book our 

 special themed day menus: 

 

Diwali Celebration 13th November and 

Christmas Dinner 16th December 2020. 

 

 

 Uniform 

It is an expectation that all children attending 

Whitehouse Primary School will wear the approved 

school uniform. We expect our children to take 

great pride in their school and this is reflected in the 

way they dress for school. 

Children have the flexibility to wear our Active 

uniform, should they wish every day.  

To view our uniform policy, please visit: 

 

https://www.whitehouseprimary.co.uk/parents-

zone/school-uniform/ 

 

School Census Day – Tex Mex! 

On Thursday 1st October we offered a special Tex 

Mex themed menu at lunch time for school census 

day. The number of meals booked for that day is 

directly linked to our school funding.   

Thank you to everyone that placed an order!  

https://www.whitehouseprimary.co.uk/parents-zone/school-uniform/
https://www.whitehouseprimary.co.uk/parents-zone/school-uniform/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends of Whitehouse 

Due to the current restrictions we have been 

unable to hold our usual meetings or organise any 

events this term. 

How you can help: 

• Our IQ cards fundraiser is always 

successful and we are grateful for your 

many orders.   

• We have published an Amazon wish list 

and are already receiving orders - 

https://amzn.eu/i8bQfUA 

• Easyfundraising – Please link your online 

shopping to Whitehouse and the retailer 

will send us a donation - 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/cau

ses/whitehouseprimary/  

The FoWP are always looking for more volunteers 

to help with fundraising and events, so if you think 

you could spare some time (no matter how big or 

small) or have fundraising ideas you would like to 

share with the school please email: 

enquiries@whitehouseprimary.co.uk 

 

Visits to School 

At the moment due to the current COVID-19 

restrictions, this isn’t possible and so we hope 
that our school website will provide you with lots 

of up to date information about our learning 

community – please do spend time exploring it 

and finding out more about us. 

We have made some changes to try and bring the 

school virtually to prospective parents. 

Click below to view our video that we feel 

encompasses our ethos and values and what life 

at Whitehouse Primary is all about....... 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZluVzBDbc1

o&feature=youtu.be 

We are in the process of creating a virtual Tour of 

the school that we will upload here. 

Reception Intake September 2021 

We warmly invite prospective parents to attend one 

of our Virtual Headteacher Zoom Presentations so 

that you can find out more about Whitehouse 

Primary School. Please contact the school office via 

enquiries@whitehouseprimary.co.uk to book your 

place. 

There will be three Headteacher Zoom Presentations 

this year. They will be held on: 

Tuesday 17th  November at 9.30am 

Wednesday 9th December at 2.00pm 

Thursday 7th January  at 9.30am 

 

We are in the process of creating a virtual Tour of the 

school that we will upload here.In the meantime 

please view all the information on our website and 

linked accounts to get a feel for our wonderful school. 

Community Support 

Thank you to all parents who have supported our Food 

Bank by donating to it this half term. It is great to be 

supporting our community. We are also here to support 

you in any way we can so please ask if there is anything 

we can do to help. We have access to Meal Boxes from 

the wonderful charity of St Mark’s Meals and they are 
here to support families in times of need. Times of need 

vary but some examples of when families have used a 

meal box are when an expensive bill has come through 

unexpectedly, a member of the family is unwell and 

unable to work or if an expensive repair has been paid 

for. This is not an exhaustive list but we would like our 

families to know that we are there for you in all 

circumstances.  Each box is packed with all the 

ingredients for a tasty meal for 4 (including a recipe 

card!) and they are completely free. Please, if you feel 

that having a meal box would take away one small worry 

from you, even just once in a while, don’t hesitate to 
speak to Mrs Ndede or your child’s class teacher. 

https://amzn.eu/i8bQfUA
mailto:enquiries@whitehouseprimary.co.uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZluVzBDbc1o&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZluVzBDbc1o&feature=youtu.be


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Road Safety 

On Saturday night, we will be setting the clocks 

back an hour and summer time ends. Road traffic 

collisions increase by 20% in the fortnight after the 

time change. Sadly, some of those collisions will 

involve child pedestrians and cyclists. Children 

under-16 are one of the most vulnerable groups of 

road users.  

Please take a look at this advice for parents from 

ROSPA (Royal Society for the Prevention of 

Accidents) and help your child keep safe on the 

roads. 

https://www.rospa.com/media/documents/road-

safety/teaching-road-safety-a-guide-for-

parents.pdf 

Online Free School Meals 

Each term the school is required by law to complete 

a census for the Department for Education (DfE). 

This census not only supplies the DfE with data, it 

also helps Whitehouse Primary School to gain 

essential funding. Funding is allocated by the DfE 

and is used at the schools discretion, but we rely 

heavily on all our parents to advise us whether they 

have ever or still are in receipt of certain benefits or 

if they have already applied via the online Citizen 

Portal. 

It is still very important to please register for Free 

School Meals even if you are not intent on 

receiving them or if your child is allowed the 

Universal Infant Free School Meals (Years 

Foundation, 1 & 2). 

To register, please visit: 

https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims 

 

Whole School Maths 

 

All children now have their TTRockstars and NumBots log in (log in is the same). 

It’s been lovely to see children continuing to engage in these apps.  Practice really does make permanent!  It really helps the 

children develop and secure their fluency skills.  Little and often is the trick to full mastery their skills in addition, subtraction, 

multiplication and division. 

The government guidelines state that all children should know their times tables up to 12x by the end of Year 4.  Rolling 

numbers, used in school and TTRockstars continues to support children secure this skill! 

As part of our commitment to make maths exciting and high profile in our school, this November we are taking part in a 

competition for Maths Week England. It’s called Rock Out 2020 and it’s all done online via play.ttrockstars.com. 
For every correct answer to a multiplication or division question, your child will earn their class a point. The Times Tables Rock 

Stars platform will calculate the class average (the number of correct answers per pupil in the class who play during the 

competition hours). Winning classes in the school and in the country as a whole will be the ones with the highest average. 

All game modes (Gig, Garage, Studio, etc.) will count but only from games played between 7.30am and 7.30pm on Monday 

9th, Tuesday 10th, Wednesday 11th, Thursday 12th, Friday 13th and Saturday 14th. 

In the spirit of the competition, please don’t play on their behalf but by all means encourage and support them to the extent 

that it doesn’t cause high stress levels or impact on family plans. 

We suggest a limit of half an hour a day outside school hours – some will play slightly more, some will play less. 

Many thanks for your continued support.     Mrs Nuttall, Maths Lead 

 

https://www.rospa.com/media/documents/road-safety/teaching-road-safety-a-guide-for-parents.pdf
https://www.rospa.com/media/documents/road-safety/teaching-road-safety-a-guide-for-parents.pdf
https://www.rospa.com/media/documents/road-safety/teaching-road-safety-a-guide-for-parents.pdf
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