
 

 

 

 

Year 2 Autumn Term  

Expedition Narrative 

 

In September 2021, the Year 2 children began their Autumn Term Expedition, focusing on the guided question:  

 

“Why should we be proud of our Whitehouse community?” 
 

Our Learning: 

Through our learning of geography (Case Study 1), we developed our understanding of where Whitehouse 

is located in the world, within the UK and within the city of Milton Keynes. We can now identify the 7 

continents of the world as well as the countries which make up the United Kingdom. We developed our 

map reading skills so that we are now able to read map symbols and use positional and directional 

language to navigate. We also learned about the points of a compass and how we can use this to plan a 

route. We went on a journey through the local community and used our journey sticks to document our 

route. We also developed our skills in data handling to complete a traffic survey of the local area.  

 

Through science (Case Study 2), we learned all about living things and their habitats. We learned how to 

tell if something is living, dead or has never lived. We explored different animals and their habitats and 

deepened our understanding by exploring how animals have adapted to suit where they live. We also 

learned all about minibeasts and the microhabitats they would live in. We collaboratively created and built 

our own bug hotels in the outdoor area at school.  

 

Through PSHE (Case Study 3), we learned about what a community is and the important people that live 

near us. We were visited by different significant people and learned all about their jobs. We also explored 

how to keep our local environment tidy and even completed a litter pick around the school.  

 

 

Engage Day  

The children learned about the 7 continents of the world through song. They then created a ‘Me On The 
Map’ flip book which documented the continent, country, town and estate in which they live.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Our Learning Targets 

 

Case Study 1 – Geography   

• To identify characteristics of the four countries and major cities of the UK.   

• To name, locate and explain the significance of a place.   

• To describe ways to improve the local environment.    

• To use geographical vocabulary to describe how and why people use a range of human features.  

• To draw or read a range of simple maps that use symbols and a key.    

• To study aerial photographs to describe the features and characteristics of an area of land.    

• To use simple compass directions to describe the location of features or a route on a map.   

• To collect and organise simple data in charts and tables from primary sources (fieldwork and 

observation) and secondary sources (maps and books).    
• To ask and answer simple geographical questions through observation or simple data collection 

during fieldwork activities.   
 

Case Study 2 – Science  

• To explore and compare the differences between things that are living, dead and things that have 

never been alive.   
• To identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and describe how 

different habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of animals and plants and how they 

depend on each other.   
• To identify and name animals in their habitats including microhabitats.   
• To describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals using the idea of a simple 

food chain and identify and name different sources of food.   
• To observe closely using simple equipment.   

• To identify and classify.  
 

Case Study 3 - PSHE 

• To know that families are important for children growing up because they can give love, security 

and stability.   

• To know that others families, either in school or in the wider world, sometimes look different from 

their family but that they should respect those differences and know that other children’s families 
are also characterised by love and care.   

• To know how to recognise who to trust and who not to trust, how to judge when a friendship is 

making them feel unhappy or uncomfortable and how to manage conflict. 

 

Assessment Opportunities 

Throughout the expedition children critiqued their own and their peers’ work which deepened their 

understanding of the learning targets. Through map skills, the children showed their understanding of the 7 

continents of the world, the countries which make up the UK and where Whitehouse is located. They were 

able to show their knowledge of the Whitehouse community through their billboard presentations which 

were displayed around the school site.  

 
Final Product 

We brought all our learning together to create an informative billboard that celebrated the features of the 

Whitehouse community and made us proud of where we live. This demonstrated the children’s 
understanding of the local area.  

 



 

 

 

 

Key Texts 

 

  

 

Staff Model Product  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Learning 

Families were invited into a KS1 Harvest Festival celebration which focused on the children’s learning about 
community through this topic. The billboards were displayed on the noticeboards around school for 

parents to come and see.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

Other subjects taught this term: 

Writing 

We used the text ‘Little Red Reading Hood’ to help us understand how to structure 

a narrative text.  We focused on punctuating our sentences accurately using capital 

letters, full stops and question marks and also became word collectors to generate 

and use a wide range of exciting adjectives in our work. Some of us explored how 

to use a comma to group adjectives together too! During this term, we also 

practised our cursive handwriting to ensure our letters are all correctly formed, 

starting and ending in the correct place.   

 

Reading  

We focused on a selection of texts which are classed as mixed up fairy tales such as 

‘Jack and the Jelly Bean Stalk’ and ‘Spinderella’! We compared these stories to the 

original fairy tales to see what was the same and what was different.  We 

developed our reading skills in prediction and asking and answering questions using 

the text as evidence.  

 

 

Phonics 

We continued with our daily phonics sessions in preparation for our phonics screening check. We revisited 

all of the sounds which we learned in Year 1 and applied these to our reading and spelling.  
 

 

 

 

Maths 

We started the term with our unit on place value. We started by exploring numbers up to 100 through 

practical activities, represent numbers in lots of different ways. We then identified how many tens and 

ones there were in any given two-digit number. We used our knowledge of place value to compare 

numbers and order them from the smallest to greatest number. We also practised counting in 2s, 5s and 

10s every day through our rolling numbers.  

 

We also started to explore addition and subtraction where we learned practical ways to add and subtract 

two-digit numbers to 100. We learned how to show this in pictures and worked towards showing our 

understanding through the column method.  
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