
 

Year 3 Autumn Term  

Expedition Narrative  

 

In September 2021, the Year 3 children began their Autumn Term Expedition, focusing on the 

guided question: 

“What can we learn from the Stone Age?” 

Our Learning: 

 

Throughout our learning of history (Case Study 1), we developed our understanding of 

chronology and how it relates to the Stone Age through to the Iron Age. We placed the Stone, 

Bronze and Iron Age into wider chronological contexts and began to develop our understanding 

of “duration” and “scale” when we looked at the lengths of the various ages. We identified the 

continuity and changes throughout the periods by comparing housing and shelter, food and 

tools. We used different sources of evidence to build up our knowledge and stimulate questions 

to investigate.  We enjoyed a trip to Flag Fen Archeology Park to broaden our knowledge and 

understanding of the historical time periods. We spent time observing and questioning the 

purpose of artefacts. 

 

In art and design (Case Study 2), we looked at historical evidence of cave paintings and 

reflected on the importance of them. We recreated our own cave images using a range of 

chalks and charcoals. We experimented with light and dark to create shading effects using real 

mud slip and sticks. Then we learned how to make a Stone Age beaker pot by manipulating clay 

and using a coiling method.  

 

Engage Day 

The children explored making their own shelters and thought about what resources Stone Age 

people would have had to hand to make theirs. They discussed how Stone Age people would 

have used tools to eat. The children made their own spears out of wooden sticks, twine and 

rocks and tinkered with them to improve their strength and durability. 

     

 

 

  



Our Learning Targets 

Case Study 1 – History 

• Begin to understand that a timeline can be divided into BC (Before Christ) and AD (Anno 

Domini).  

• Place the time studied on a time line.  

• Sequence several events or artefacts from the period studied.  

• Use a range of sources (documents, printed sources, internet, pictures, photographs, music, 

artefacts, visits to museums and galleries) to find out about the past.  

• Construct responses about one aspect of life or a key event in the past through relevant 

historical information provided.  

• Address and sometimes devise own questions to find answers about the past.  

• Begin to undertake their own research. 

• Conduct small independent enquiry using pre-selected primary and secondary sources. 

• Investigate different accounts of historical events and begin to explain some of the reasons why 

the accounts may be different. 

• Note key changes over a period of time and begin to give reasons for those changes.  

• Identify the continuity and changes throughout the Stone, Bronze and Iron Ages by comparing 

achievements, housing, society, food, entertainment and beliefs. 

• Find out about the everyday lives of people in the period studied including: clothes; way of life; 

actions of people; culture and leisure activities; buildings and their uses.  

• Explain how people and events in the past have influenced life today.  

• Use and understand appropriate historical vocabulary to communicate information. 

 

Case Study 2 –Art 

• Make marks and lines with a wide range of drawing implements – charcoal, pastel, chalk, pencil. 

• Experiment with ways in which surface detail can be added to drawings.  

• Explore shading with different media to achieve a range of light and dark tones, black to white.  

• Apply simple use of pattern and texture in a drawing. 

• Plan, refine and alter their drawings as necessary. 

• Experiment with different effects and textures e.g. blocking in colour, washes, thickened paint 

creating textural effects. 

• Experiment with applying colour in different ways e.g. dotting, stippling, scratching, splashing.   

• Plan, design and make models from observation or imagination.   

• Join clay, constructing a simple tile base and then layering/joining shapes onto it to create 3D 

form.   

• Manipulate clay using pinch, slab and coil techniques.    

• Create surface patterns and textures onto clay looking at cultural decoration from historic time 

periods. 

• Discuss own and others’ work, expressing thoughts and feelings, and using knowledge and 

understanding of artists and techniques.  

• Respond to art from other cultures and periods of time.  

 

Final Product: 

We brought all our learning together into a year group exhibition focusing on shelter, food, 

tools as well as how communities changed through the time periods.  This was shared with the 

Year 4 cohort before a Stone Age event was held which the children’s families attended. 
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Other subjects taught this term: 

Reading  

We engaged the children through a variety of texts to grow their passion for reading and developed 

their understanding of the purposes of reading; the children then continued to build upon the reading 

skills they had developed during KS1. 

 

Writing  

We began with a character description about a Stone Age character before 

developing our narrative writing skills with a story opening and a short story; we 

also wrote a newspaper article about a dramatic event in school and linked to the 

classic story, ‘The Iron Man’ by Ted Hughes. 

 

Mathematics 

We began by developing our place value knowledge of numbers up to 1,000 and learnt how to count 

in 50s. We then moved on to developing our addition and subtraction skills for 2 and 3-digit numbers 

including exchanging. Finally, we became more confident with understanding multiplication and 

division, consolidating our knowledge of the 2, 5 and 10x tables before developing our accuracy with 

the 3, 4 and 8x tables. 



 

Science  

We began by learning about light and dark, understanding how shadows 

are formed and how light can be reflected. We then developed our 

knowledge of forces including friction and magnets.  

 

PSHE  

We learnt how families support each other, how to resolve friendship conflicts and how understand 

the difference between those and bullying. We then learnt more about cyberbullying and how to stay 

safe online. 

 

Spanish  

 We developed our knowledge of Spain before learning how to welcome each other 

with simple greetings. We also learnt how to say the numbers from 0-10 and how to 

introduce ourselves. 

 

RE  

We focused on Christianity this term, increasing our understanding of why, where and how people 

worship, how their beliefs impact on their lives as well as how sacred texts help them. 

 

Computing  

We developed our understanding of computer science with algorithms, 

including decomposition. We also began improving our word processing 

skills and online research skills, ensuring we know how to stay safe.  

 

Music  

We listened and appraised different songs before developing our performance skills as well as 

developing our skills with different rhythms.  


