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PRIMARY SCHOOL

Year 2 Autumn Term

Not All Heroes Wear Capes

In September 2024, the Year 2 children will begin their autumn term learning expedition, focusing on the
guiding question:
“How can | be a hero in my community?”

Hook

We will begin our expedition by having a ‘Superhero’ day. The children and staff will have the option to come
to school dressed up as someone they admire or their hero. Throughout the day, we will discuss and record
why we chose the hero that we did. We will be visited by significant individuals from in the local area who
will speak to our children about their roles and how they are ‘heroes’ in our community.

Our Learning
Through our history case study (Case Study 1) we will learn about the lives of significant

individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements.
We will start by looking at what makes an individual “significant”? We will explore criteria
and use a checklist to help us decide whether someone is believed to be historically
significant. We will look at individuals from different categories of significance based on
the persons area of expertise such as explorers, activists, scientists, artists and compare
and contrast aspects of their lives and the impact they had. We will then deepen our
historical knowledge and understanding of the lives and significance of the explorers Ibn
Battuta and Neil Armstrong and make comparisons across different eras. We will also
explore the lives of Rosa Parks and Emmeline Parkhurst and discover their courageous
acts against unfairness. Focusing on our locality, we will learn about Alan Turing and the
significant work he and histeam carried out in the local site of Bletchley Park. To conclude
our learning on significant individuals, we look to the modern day at Greta Thunberg,
Leah Williamson and Ade Adepitan. We use the Little Leaders books - Little Leaders: Bold
Women in Black History, Little Leaders: Visionary Women Around the World and Little
Leaders: Exceptional Men in Black History by Vashti Harrison to help us consider what it means to be a bold,
visionary and exceptional leader and create our own pledges of how we can act heroically in the locality.

During our geography lessons (Case Study 2), we will study our local community.
Building upon our local knowledge from Year 1, we understand that Whitehouse
is in the city of Milton Keynes, in the UK and discuss what human and physical

points of a compass to follow a route around Whitehouse. On our local walk, we
use simple fieldwork and observational skills to explore our environment and
discuss ways that we can help to improve in our local environment.




In our PSHE lessons (Case Study 3), we learn about our rights and responsibilities, how to
work collaboratively, listen to others and make our classroom a safe and fair place. We will
also learn about choices and the consequences of making different choices. Later on, the
children will discuss gender stereotypes — boys, girls and friends can have similarities and
differences and that is okay. We will develop the children’s understanding of bullying and
that this can sometimes be because of differences, that this shouldn’t happen and how to
support a classmate who might be being bullied.

Learning objectives:

History

Geogra

Describe why people did things, why events happened, and what happened as a result beyond
living memory

Can give simple consequences of somebody’s actions

Identifying that changes throughout history have had important consequences

Identifying WHY some things have stayed the same throughout history

Explain why an event from the past is significant

Identifying why certain people/events are significant in the wider context of history

Identifying why some individuals are significant both locally and nationally — Alan Turing
Identifying that history can affect the local area, as well as nationally and globally

Identify different ways in which the past is represented — newspaper articles, photos and artwork
Look at and use books and pictures, stories, eyewitness accounts, pictures, photographs, artefacts,
historic buildings, museumes, galleries, historical sites and the internet to find out about the past
Begin to understand the difference between primary and secondary sources

Make reasoned interpretations about individuals and events by using a small selection of focused
sources

Use the historical terms year, decade and century

Using simple phrases and words to describe the passing of time - e.g. ‘past’ ‘before’ ‘now’ ‘then’
and ‘Long ago’ ‘before | was born’ ‘changes to now’

Using simple words and phrases to describe events and people from the past —e.g. ‘rich’ ‘poor’
‘local’ ‘national’ ‘important’

Communicate ideas about people, objects or events from the past in speaking, writing, drawing,
role-play, storytelling and using ICT

phy

Use maps and atlases to identify the UK, its countries and major cities.

Identify characteristics of the four countries and major cities of the UK.

Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to physical features such as beach, cliff, coast, sea and
soil.

Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to human features such as town, village, factory, office,
port and harbour.

Study aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise and describe the basic human and
physical features and characteristics of an area of a land.

Use simple compass directions to describe the location of features of a route on a map.

Draw or read a range of simple maps that use symbols and a key and construct basic symbolsin a
key.

Collect and organise simple data collected during fieldwork activities.

Ask and answer simple geographical questions about the school’s surrounding area during fieldwork
activities.

Describe ways to improve the local environment.



PSHE
e Identify some of my hopes and fears for this year.
e Understand the rights and responsibilities for being a member of my class and school.
e Listen to other people and contribute my own ideas about rewards and consequences.
e Understand how following the Learning Charter will help me and others learn.
e Recognise the choices that | make have consequences.
e Start to understand that sometimes people make assumptions about boys and girls (stereotypes)
e Startto understand that sometimes people make assumptions about boys and girls (stereotypes)
e Understand that bullying is sometimes about difference
e Recognise what is right and wrong and know how to look after myself
e Understand that it is OK to be different from other people and to be friends with them
e Tell you some ways | am different from my friends

Final Product and Family Learning

Each child will create their own Little Leaders book based on the series of books by Vashti Harrison which
will include the children’s reflections and celebrations of the achievements of people who have inspired
them, both historically and in the local community. They will look at theirideas and dreams for the future
good of the world and make a pledge to themselves and each other about how they can be a hero in
their own community too. The children will have the opportunity to share their book with children from
another year group. Throughout the expedition, we would like the children to talk to family members
about what they do, discussing: Are these roles linked to our local communities? What roles do their
other members of their family do? What impact do they have? The children’s completed books will also
be shared with the families at the end of the expedition.

Key Texts
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Other subjects taught this term:

Writing

We will start the half term by writing a recount of our walk around Whitehouse. We will
describe the things that we saw which makes Whitehouse a community. Lateronin the term,
the children will be writing a character description linked to ‘The Twits’ by Roald Dahl. We
will learn how to use the conjunctions ‘and’ and ‘because’ to add additional detail as well as
lots of exciting adjectives. We will continue to use this text towards the end of term when

the children will learn how to write instructions.

Reading

To hook the children into our new learning, we will begin the half term by looking at the
picture book “The Flower” by John Light. We will begin by exploring our own experiences of
nature and investigating how it makes us feel. Together, we will use inference skills to
understand and explore emotions within the book. Our second text is ‘The true Story of the
Three Little Pigs’, where we will be practising and developing our retrieval and inference

skills.
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The children will engage in our daily phonics sessions where we revise our Zﬁiéiiig
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Maths
g U ‘ We will start the term with our unit on place value. We will begin by recapping
i numbers to twenty and then to 100. We will explore ways to do this practically as well
as pictorially. The children will use their knowledge of tens and ones to count objects
U5 2 8 to 100. The children will explore how to use a place value chart to identify the value

of each number: ones, tens and hundreds. Following this, we will use our knowledge
of place value to compare objects and numbers and order them in ascending order
(smallest to greatest in value). We will look at the different ways of partitioning numbers using part-part-
whole models. Building on this, we will then identify and find the position of given numbers on a number
line. Finally, we will practise countingin 2s, 5s and 10s every day through our rolling numbers, before moving

on to our 3s and 4s.

Science

This half term, the children will learn about animals’ needs for survival as they develop their
understanding of mammals, birds, fish, amphibians, reptiles and of course humans. Later in the
term, the children will learn more about keeping healthy, including the importance of exercise,
food and hygiene. Then, the children will focus on materials and learn how to identify and A \ ¢
compare the suitability of a variety of everyday materials for particular uses.




Music

The children will focus on pitch this term including learning how to understand and ™8 T ' HeHe..

read different symbols which show pitch, how to sing and draw pitch patterns, use a
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tuned percussion instrument to play a song and finally how to complete the notation ‘f
for a short song using a three-line stave. They will also perform to an audience as part THAN THIS NOTE
of the harvest festival.

Computing

The children will begin by focusing on information technology thatisaround usincluding
recognising the uses and features of I.T (in and beyond school), knowing how it helps us
and how to use it safely, by the choices we make. Then, the children will learn about
digital photography, using digital devices to take photographs and knowing what makes
a good one. They will make choices when taking them, decide how they can be improved

and use tools to change them.

DT

The children will be developing their sewing skills, using binca and
embroidery threads, to make their own bookmark. The children will be
taught how to thread a needle, tie a knot and use simple stitches, such as

the running stitch.

Spanish
The children will be learning how to say the colours (red, green, yellow, blue, black and

@ white) in Spanish, as well as the numbers one to five. Later in the term, the children will
_ practise their speaking skills by asking and answering an informal question relating to
emotions.

RE .-
Using a range of sources including survey data, children learn about beliefs around using ;ﬁ

offerings to show gratitude. They will learn why harvest is an important time to express
thanks and be able to identify some of the way and reasons Hindus and Christians might

show their gratitude to God.

Art

We will begin by exploring colour theory by describing a range of primary and secondary
colours. We will explore colour mixing, using paint, in a practical way by investigating what
colours are produced when mixing primary and secondary colours together. The children will
be encouraged to think about how different colours make them feel and why they have

\v selected certain colours for their artwork. We will then learn about different designers,
including Laura Ashley, and observe their use of colour and repeated patterns before
developing our printing techniques to create our own artwork.



PE

The children will begin this term by developing their fundamental movement skill and the
children will take partininvasion games using a Peter Pan theme. Later in the term, the children
will develop their gymnastics and dance skills linking to superheroes.



