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PRIMARY SCHOOL

Year 6 Autumn Term
World War Two

In September 2024, the Year 6 children will begin their autumn term expedition, focusing on the guiding
question:

“How have the events of WWII impacted our lives today?”
Hook

At the start of the expedition, the children’s learning will be suddenly
interrupted by Chamberlain’s speech, declaring that Britain was at war
with Germany. This will allow the children to experience and discuss how
life in 1939 was disrupted by the news that WWII had begun. Through
discussion and drama, the children will begin to understand the emotions
felt by the British citizens at that time; in groups, the children will create
a tableau depicting people sheltering during The Blitz. Alongside this, the
children will be furtherimmersed in their learning by exploring a range of |
high-quality texts and sources, including audio, video and still images,
allowing them the opportunity to begin to follow their own lines of
enquiry, sharing with each other what they have discovered.

Our Learning:

Through our learning of history (Case Study 1), the children will begin by
developing their sense of chronology so they understand the key events

#/ before, during and after the war. They will identify the causes of WWII and
explore and compare how the lives of men, women and children from

ﬂ ' across the globe were impacted by the war. Then, the children will learn
about Anne Frank and the Holocaust before learning about propaganda.

They will make links to local history when they visit Bletchley Park, exploring
the role that the codebreakers played in the war effort and how the
technological developments made there were a catalyst for modern day
computer science. Whilst studying other key aspects of WWII and linking
them to subsequent events, they will be able to identify how the impact of
;. ‘ WWII was felt far beyond 1945 and is still being felt today in current events.
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Through art and design (Case Study 2), the children will study Henry
Moore, Olga Lehmann and Bill Brandt’s wartime pieces to learn how they
responded to the events of WWII through their artwork and
photography. They will develop their sketching, shading and mark
making skills with different mediums, including how to use tone to create
depth while working from a range of photographs and observations.
Then they will learn about focal points and how to create perspective
before developing their own compositions portraying scenes of the

people affected during wartime and evaluating their final artwork.

Through design technology (Case Study 3), they will learn about the
WWII ‘Make Do and Mend’ initiative and develop their understanding
of modern day ‘fast fashion’, discussing the purposes and impact they
have in terms of sustainability. They will be introduced to a design brief
before looking at and evaluating existing products. Then, the children
will develop their sewing techniques with a range of stitches and joining
skills; in addition, they will explore adding colour and pattern to fabric.
Finally, they will plan and make a purposeful product to meet the design
brief, sharing these with an audience to gain feedback.

Learning Objectives

History

Articulate and present a clear, chronological world history narrative within and across historical
periods studied
Timeline of WWII showing key events from different countries
Ask and answer key questions with examples to discuss the causes and consequences of an event or
series of events
Explain some quite complex events using a good range of causes, some of them linked in a simple
way
Explain an event with reference to abstract ideas such as long and short-term or events building up
Starts to express explanation in term of relative importance backed up by reasoned argument e.g.
The main reason was... Also important... Some people think
Describe the changes or continuity of a significant event in history
Identifying the continuity and change from WWII to the modern day through comparison of:

o Government
Present a detailed historical narrative about a significant global event
Identifying the significance of WWII achievements and their impact on today
Interpreting WWII as a key point in British history and the impact this has on our lives today —who
felt more of their impact, us or them?
Identify the cause and effect of WWII and placing this within our locality — Bletchley Park
Identify different types of bias in historical sources and explain the impact of that bias
Ask perceptive questions to evaluate an artefact or historical source
Use a range of evidence to offer some clear reasons for different interpretations of events, linking
this to factual understanding about the past
Consider different ways of checking the accuracy of interpretations of the past; taking into account
bias (using the terms subjective and objective)
Understand the difference between primary and secondary evidence and the impact of this has on
reliability
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Understand that some evidence from the pastis propaganda, opinion or misinformation and that this
affects interpretations of history

Evaluate evidence to choose the most reliable form

Identify the effectiveness of sources as evidence

Use sources of evidence as the basis for an opinion

Begin to make references to evidence as justification

Use abstract terms to express historical ideas and information

Using phrases and words to describe the passing of time and context of civilisations -e.g. ‘duration’
‘period’ ‘era’ ‘concurrent’ ‘chronology’ ‘context’ ‘the duration of...” ‘continuing on from...’

Using words and phrases to describe events and people from the past — e.g. ‘farmer-warrior’
‘democracy’ ‘Christianity’ ‘myth’ ‘legend’ ‘global’ ‘invader’ ‘interpretation’ ‘viewpoint’ ‘bias’
‘civilization’ ‘social’ ‘political’ ‘economic’ ‘cultural’ ‘religious’

Present, communicate and organise ideas about the past using detailed discussions and debates and
different genres of writing such as myths, instructions, accounts, diaries, letters, information/travel
guides, posters etc

Use appropriate historical terms such as culture, religious, social, economic and political when
describing the past.

Ill

Select appropriate media and techniques to achieve a specific outcome
Develop their own style

Draw for a sustained period of time over a number of sessions

Use tone in drawings to achieve depth

Develop drawing with perspective and focal points

Adapt drawings according to evaluations and discuss further developments

Carry out research and gather information about needs and wants of individuals/groups by carrying
out research including surveys, interviews and questionnaires.

Design innovative, functional, appealing products for the intended user that are fit for purpose based
on a design specification.

Generate, model and communicate ideas through discussion, annotated sketches, cross-sectional
and exploded diagrams, prototypes, pattern pieces and computer aided design.

Explain how product will appeal to audience; make changes to improve quality during the making
process.

Clearly identify what does and does not work in theirs and others’ products, listening to and making
suggestions as how designs could be improved.

Fully reflect on their work using design criteria stating how well the design fits the needs of the user.
Pin and tack fabric pieces together.

Join fabrics using a variety of all taught stitches.

Combine fabrics to create more useful properties.

Think about user’s wants/needs and aesthetics when choosing textiles think about how product
might be sold.

Decorate textiles appropriately often before joining components.



Final Product and Family Learning

The children will bring their learning together into a digital book made up of information that answers the
guiding question, showcasing their understanding of the different aspects of WWII and the impact it had,
and continues to have, on everyday life. This will also feature examples of their artwork. The final product
will be shared with their parents at the end of term celebration.

Key Texts

e authar of KENSUKE'S KINGDOM

"MICHAEL
'MORPURGO |

WAR HORSE

Staff Model Product
Below is a sample page of the staff model digital book created using Book Creator —click here to view the
full book.

, from June 1941, clothes were independently. The world had never s
and the British Ministry of a coming together of so many
international communities.

During the war, for the first time, Britain
called upon the Commonwealth

to support the effort and all of the Alli
Forces banded together to fight the Axis
Powers. This concept of union for greater

good lived on far past the war.

Other subjects taught this term:

Maths

The children will learn all about number and place value, the four
operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication and division), fractions
and converting units of measure. Alongside this, they will practise their
arithmetic skills and develop their problem solving and reasoning through
a range of complex tasks.



https://iftltrust.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/ERAe5hGq8fNBgNhc6HlCAR0BT0NyrOROvxqB5a7VcCqZwg?e=JOGeRW

To begin, the children will write an informal letter from the point of view of an evacuee.
They will then use the short film ‘The Piano’ to inspire a flashback narrative, which will allow
them to imagine themselves as WW2 soldiers remembering their key momentsin their lives.
In addition to this, they will write character descriptions of diverse significant people. Lastly,
they will write a series of diary entries set during this period of time.

Reading
This term, the children will work hard to develop their reading skills, with a strong focus on

inference and retrieval. ‘The Arrival’ by Shaun Tan, ‘War Horse’ by Michael Morpurgo and the
well-known poem ‘In Flanders Field’ by John McCrae will give them exposure to different text
types and also allow them to make links to their historical learning.
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Science

The children will begin by focusing on living things and their habitats. They will explore
requirements for life and the differences between living and non-living things. Then, they
will learn how to group and classify animals, plants and organisms based on their features
before exploring microorganisms including bacteria, viruses and fungi and learning how to
create classification keys and develop their knowledge of the work of Carl Linnaeus and
his system of classifying organisms. Later in the term, the children will move on to learning
about electricity including how to construct and draw series circuits using symbols, how ®
to recognise complete and incomplete circuits and then investigate voltage. Throughout

both units, the children will develop their working scientifically skills.
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The children will listen to the music of World War Il, describing the features of the songs
before moving on to improve their accuracy in pitch and control, singing with expression
and dynamics. They will also identify pitches within an octave when singing and develop
their confidence when singing in parts as well as being able to notate a melody.

Spanish
Throughout this term, the children will initiate and sustain coherent

conversations, relating to previously learnt vocabulary. They will then begin to
accurately record Spanish in written form, using strategies to check their
punctuation and spelling.




The children will identify their goals for the year ahead, considering their
worries and fears and how to express these in a controlled way. They will learn
what it means to be a global citizen and the effect their actions can have locally
or globally. Throughout the second half of the term, they will celebrate their
differences, understanding that everyone brings something special so they
should include others when working and playing. They will learn how to help if
someone is being bullied, develop strategies to solve problems and know the
importance of using kind words as well as how to give and receive compliments.

Computing

To begin, the children will develop their understanding of the internet, learning
about the importance of internet addresses and how data is transferred across it.
Then, they will be able to explain how sharing information online can help people
to work together and evaluate the different ways of doing this while also
recognising and evaluating the ways of using technology to communicate. After
that, the children will build on their programming skills and knowledge, learning
what variables are and their purposes in programs. They will choose how to
improve a game by using them and design a project that builds on a provided
example before creating and evaluating it.
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The children will begin by exploring the way different religions
\& describe their god(s), learning about words stemming from the prefix
* ‘omni’ and creating designs to remember these. Then, the children
& will build on comparisons about the origins of the Abrahamic
religions, discovering how some religious practices are observed.
They will consider how culture, tradition, migration and
interpretation can affect how someone practises their religion. The children will then consider how
interpretation can change how people practise their religion and worldview. They think about the influence
culture, history, geography and tradition have on how religion looks in different places and challenge their
perceptions. After exploring why there are different Buddhist schools, they compare a range of practices by

experiencing some of them in the classroom.

PE
The children will begin this term by developing their understanding of fitness
levels further before participating in swimming lessons as they learn how to swim

effectively with different strokes as well as how to stay perform safe rescues. Also Stz Wy
this term, the children will develop their gymnastics, football and netball skills. —



