
 

 

 

Year 2 Spring Term 

Water, water everywhere…and not a drop to drink 
 

In January, the Year 2 children will begin their Spring Term Learning Expedition, focusing on the guiding 

question: 

 

“What can we do to help people have the water that they need?” 

 

Hook 

The children will begin to learn the importance of water by immersing themselves in the role of a child living 

in an area with limited access to it. They will attempt to collect water and return it to their family home but 

be faced with a series of obstacles. This will allow them to appreciate how lucky they are to have such easy 

access to water and feel driven to help those who aren’t so fortunate. 
 
Our Learning:  

 

Through our sustainability learning (Case Study 1), we will develop our awareness and 

understanding of the sustainability goals, namely SDG3: Ensure healthy lives and promote 

well-being for all at all ages and SDG6: Ensure access to water and sanitation for all.  
 

Water is so precious because life on Earth depends upon it. Our lives, the lives of every person 

in the world and the lives of every single plant and animal depend upon water. Not one living 

thing on Earth can survive without it! In fact, our bodies are mostly made up of water! We 

will discover the negative impact that a limited supply to water has on people and discuss 

what others, including charities are doing to improve this situation. We will reflect on our 

own usage, thinking carefully about water waste and how to reduce this. This will lead us to 

think about ways to inspire others to do the same and help improve the lives of others. 

 
In our geography learning (Case Study 2), we will consolidate our 

knowledge of the 5 oceans as we discuss that, despite our earth being made 

up of 70% water, many families do not have access to clean drinking water. 

We will develop our map skills to locate areas affected by this issue, 

describing where the people who are affected live geographically whilst 

building our knowledge of continents, the equator, hemispheres and the 

poles.  

 

Through our PSHE learning (Case Study 3) on Dreams and Goals, the children will learn to work collaboratively 

to set a feasible goal and celebrate their achievements. This will allow them to work together to set and work 

towards a goal to help people have the water that they need. In our second PSHE unit, we learn more about 

what we need to keep our bodies healthy. This includes how to feel relaxed; the importance of medicine; 

using medicines safely and how to make healthy eating decisions.  

 

 

Final Product and Family Learning 

 



 

The children will work collaboratively to use their knowledge of the importance of water and why we need 

it to survive to create a water campaign, producing posters and setting challenges for everyone to increase 

the impact we can have together. The children will also prepare a short speech to parents to raise money 

and to further inspire people to play their part to save water. 

 

Key Texts 

 

 
 

Staff Model Product  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other subjects taught this term: 

 

Writing 

Building on what the children did in autumn, this term our children will refine their word, sentence and text 

level knowledge through the genres of a recount and a narrative. They will be immersed in the model text 

and have the opportunity to write their own focusing on oral rehearsal. The narrative unit and formal letters 

invitations are both a Block B which gives the children the time to consolidate previously taught skills and 

learn more complexities of the text type.  

 

 

Reading 

Children will continue to build upon the development of their summarising, retrieval, inference and 

prediction skills by studying a variety of texts including The Quangle Wangle’s Hat, Coming to England, The 

Street Beneath My Feet, Rhythm of the Rain and Aesop’s Fables: The Sun and the Wind.  



 

   

 

Phonics 

Children still participating in Read Write Inc. daily sessions within their phonics groups will work on targeted 

sounds and ensure speedy recall of these phonemes. They will work on Fred Talk to identify how many 

sounds are in a word and will become faster at recognising ‘special friends’ in their reading and writing. The 
children will develop their fluency and will discuss the books they read in class with their peers and teachers, 

becoming more confident with inference and retrieval skills. They will develop a reader's voice and begin to 

use expression in phrases in their reading.   

 

Maths  

We are starting the term by learning all about money, identifying different 

coins and notes and then applying this knowledge to help us calculate total 

amounts; we then explore how we can make the same total by using 

different combinations of coins. We will apply our addition and subtraction 

skills to help find totals of amounts and to help us work out how much 

change we would need to get if we were spending our money in a shop. We 

then move onto our multiplication and division unit which will begin with 

exploring the concept of equal groups and how important this is to help us 

multiply and divide accurately. We start by learning about the 2, 5 and 10 

times tables and how we can represent these pictorially as equal groups or 

arrays. We then move onto division where we will explore the different 

methods of sharing and grouping.  Children will then move on to measure 

length and height. Using a ruler we will focus on measuring in centimetres (CM) and the importance of 

starting from zero. Lastly for Spring term we will move onto Mass, Capacity and temperature. Using language 

’heavier’ and ’lighter’ and a range of scales to weigh everyday objects the children will compare the mass of 

objects.  

 

Science 

We begin the spring term by grouping plants and exploring the parts of trees and flowering plants. We will 

learn what plants need to grow and will use this knowledge when we will plan, measure and conclude an 

investigation to answer the following question: ‘Do plants grow healthier in the light or dark?’ 
 

In the second half-term, we build on our understanding of what animals need to survive from the autumn 

term by learning that all animals are dependent on their habitats for survival. We begin by investigating 

habitats in our local area, followed by polar, desert, ocean and woodland habitats. We then observe a variety 

of microhabitats, for example beneath a log, and identify the animals and plants that inhabit them. Building 

on our Year 1 vocabulary of ‘carnivore’ ‘herbivore’ and ‘omnivore’, the children will consider how an animal’s 
habitat affects its diet and that energy is passed through a food chain. 

 

 



 

RE  

In the first half-term, we explore how we know that some people are believed to have a special connection 

to God through looking for clues in religious stories. By the end of the unit, the children will be able to answer 

‘How do we know some people have a special connection to God?’ As we continue into the second spring 

half-term, we investigate stories that show the characteristics of a prophet and what a prophet might mean 

to some people. We identify similarities between prophets across different worldviews to answer ‘What is a 
prophet?’ 
 

Art 

To begin, we will experiment with tools and surfaces as we develop our sketching skills; we will 

investigate tone and textures before building on our colour theory learning from the autumn 

term to create artwork, focusing on fruit. 

 

Music  

We will start by using instruments to represent animals, copying rhythms and creating call 

and response rhythms. Later on, we will learn how events, actions and feelings within stories 

can be represented by pitch, dynamics and tempo.  

 

Computing 

We will first develop and test algorithms, experimenting with the order of instructions. 

We then collect data in tally charts and organise this data using pictograms. The children 

will use their organised data to answer questions. 

 

 

DT 

In DT we are learning how to cook and apply the principles of nutrition and healthy eating. 

We will learn about how we can keep safe whilst cooking and which piece of equipment is 

the most effective for different purposes in the kitchen. The children will then design, make 

and evaluate healthy snacks, such as fruit salad. 

 

PE 

In the first half term, Year 2 will continue to develop their understanding of Invasion Games and Net and 

Wall Games, applying their skills in more structured and competitive situations. Through sports such as 

football, tag rugby and basketball, the children will refine their ability to move into space, keep possession, 

make purposeful passes and begin to apply simple tactics when attacking and defending. Within Net and 

Wall activities, including tennis style games, pupils will work on striking with greater control, maintaining 

longer rallies and making strategic choices about where to place the ball to outplay an opponent.  

 

During the second half term, the focus will shift to Target Games, where the children will challenge 

themselves to improve precision and consistency when aiming at a variety of targets such as cones, hoops 

and floor markers using equipment including beanbags, quoits and soft balls. Alongside this, Year Two will 

revisit and extend their fundamental movement skills both indoors and outdoors, developing greater power, 

balance, coordination and agility through activities designed to encourage healthy competition and personal 

challenge. 

 


